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I would like to welcome our newest members to the AFBCC. We are an active club promoting the 
Brunner Pouter whenever possible. We welcome your participation, support, and ideas. I look forward to 
meeting each and every one of you sometime in the near future. Please feel free to contact me at any time with 
your questions, and I thank you for joining the AFBCC. 
 With the breeding season well under way I wish everyone success. 2014 got off to a very different start 
to me and my birds. After pairing up my birds I was hit with something that cost me a lost of approximately 100 
adult birds. After sending birds to two different labs, on both sides of the country, the exact cause of the 
problem was not determined. One lab told me everything I did not have, the second lab said the problem was 
undetermined, and passed on samples to the veterinarian lab at UC Davis. Their results came back as 
probable PMV that had been ruled out by the first lab in New Jersey. Well, the good news is that everything is 
now well under control and approximately 80 young birds have now been banded for 2014. All birds are happy, 
healthy, and beginning to produce for the 2014 breeding season.  
 Looking back to our last bulletin I have heard that many of our members enjoyed the articles on the 
White Bar Brunners. It is a major interest and project of our Eastern Director, Bob Bolinger, and a color pattern 
that is improving greatly every year. Thank you for your comments.  
 Our 2015 bands have been ordered and our club letters ñAFBCò will once again be displayed. We 
ordered a total of 1200 bands in size 7 and 8. The bands will be sold on a first come, first serve basis. The 
order is 200 less than 2014 due to the fact that very few responded back with their orders, and 50% of the cost 
to our club was due April 1st.  So, if you are interested in 2015 bands please let me know and I will be happy to 
set them aside for you. Remember to order the size you prefer (either 7 or 8). The bands normally arrive from 
the NPA office in mid December. 
 Another item that is still on hold, and will be discussed in detail at the 2015 NPA National, is the final 
draft of our Constitution and By-Laws. If you would like to input your ideas please contact one of our club 
officers or directors with your thoughts.  
 Please note the address and email for our new Canadian Director, Glyn Yuhas. He is looking forward to 
supporting the AFBCC and the Brunners in Canada, but he would like your help. Glynôs email address is 
gyuhas@memlane.com and his home address is 139 17th St SE Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada TIA8H4. 
 The AFBCC is going to be well represented in the mid west during the 2014 show season. In addition to 
the shows being scheduled by our Mid West Director, Mike Mclin, another one of our members, Carlin 
Whisenhunt, will be supporting a show in Lincoln, Neb. If interested contact Carlin at 
carlinwhisenhunt@gmail.com for information and details. I will also be sending Carlin an AFBCC 
Championship Banner to be awarded at the show,  
 All directors please let me know if you need any AFBCC awards for your District Meets. We still offer a 
Championship Banner, as well as Certificates for Champion, Reserve, Best Opposite, and Best Young. All 
awards will be sent upon request. Let me know what you need and I will be happy to get them to you before 
your first show.  
 Included in this bulletin you will find a few notes on the ñAOCò class for our Brunners. The comments 
are from your club officers and directors and are only a starting point on this interesting topic. Feel free to enter 
into the discussion and give the entire membership your opinion.  
 The term ñAOCò could mean different things to different people. In my opinion ñAOCò is not a 
mismarked bird, but rather a bird of a color that does not have a color class offered for it to compete in. Letôs 
say at a show only a limited number of color classes are being offered. If a bird does not fall into one of those 
color classes an ñAOCò class could be offered. ñAOCò meaning ñany other colorò and those birds will compete 
in this class. It does not mean a class for ñmismarkedò birds that should be entered in their correct color class 
and loose points for being ñmismarked.ò 
 By offering an ñAOCò class at any show it allows colors to be combined for competition purposes, as 
well as, encouraging fanciers to work on new colors or patterns that might not be recognized in the standard. 
Why judge classes with only one or two birds shown. Combine the class with other small classes so a win will 
mean something.  

Presidents Report 
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 In my opinion an ñAOCò bird should be allowed to win champion, if it is an overall superior bird to the 
others being shown. It should not matter what class it was entered in during the judging. The term ñAOCò is 
only used to combine classes and provide competition that might not exist without it. 
 Letôs encourage our members to develop new colors, or patterns, and offer them a class to show case 
their efforts. Without an ñAOCò they would have no place to introduce a non-recognized color or pattern. Again, 
this is not a class for ñmismarkedò birds. It is a class for combining colors, or for new colors. Colors that can 
possibly some day become a recognized color. 
 Included in this bulletin is an article, by Bob Nolan, and a couple of ads for the upcoming 2015 Grand 
National. This National is shaping up to be huge. As of June 2014 we have sold over 900 room nights at the 
host hotels. We have visitors coming in from twelve countries and could have between 7,000 and 8,000 birds. 
The judge for our Brunners will be John Hansen from NSW, Australia. John is an AFBCC member and is 
making his second trip to California in the past four years. 
 If you plan to attend make your hotel reservations ASAP. We sold out the Radison Hotel with 800 room 
nights and have sold an additional 115 room nights at the Double Tree. The rate is $99 per night and the 
Double Tree backs up to the convention center. I have included an entry blank with this bulletin, but will include 
additional information in our October newsletter as well.  
 If you plan to attend please let me know and I will send you a National Premium Book once they are 
ready. We hope to go to press within the next month and I will begin emailing them as soon as possible. Save 
the dates January 29-31, 2015. We expect the Pouters to total 700 or more birds. Donôt miss out on what could 
be one of the largest and best Nationals ever. 
 In closing, donôt forget to mail all dues and new memberships to Mike Hughes. Mike is our 
Sec/Treasurer and is responsible for all club membership records. 
 If your bulletin still arrives by snail mail, and you have a current active email account, please let me 
know. Our bulletin is produced in full color for email and B/W if printed. 
 I wish everyone a great breeding season in 2014 and look forward to seeing you during the show 
season. Plan to attend the 2015 National and be a part of history. All 2015 National exhibitors will be receiving 
a National patch, a National poster, and a NPA National pin. Join us in Southern California January 29-31 and 
get away from the cold and snow so commonly found in the east and mid west during  this time of the year. 
 
Thanks again for being part of the AFBCC, 
 
Fred Maenpa 
President, AFBCC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following is a useful chart of common drugs used to treat our birds. The chart was sent to me from 
color pigeon fancier Frank Bailey. Thought it could be useful to our members. Thanks Frank. 
Fred Maenpa  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        



Common Drugs and Dosage Used in Treating Pigeons 
 
 

This information is presented as reference material on treatments. Always consult a trained medical professional 
for proper diagnosis and treatment instructions. 
 
Diagnosis 
 
Establishment of a proper diagnosis before treatment begins is extremely important. Shotgun treatment often produces 
poor results, delays recovery to when the proper drug is finally found, and often produces drug-resistant bacteria and 
parasites. We cannot stress strongly enough, in the case of antibiotics, that a culture and sensitivity be done to make sure 
the antibiotic used is needed and effective. Just because a drug is noted to be effective against many cases of E. coli 
infection doesn't mean it is effective against all cases. More and more drug-resistant bacteria occur every day and can 
best be treated when proper diagnostics are used first. 
 
Dosage Range 
 
Many of the drugs give you a dosage range. This is done for 2 reasons:   
 
1. The lower dose may be used in mild infections but the higher dose may be needed in more severe infections.  
 
2. Since most drugs are given in the water, the amount of the drug a pigeon gets varies with how much water he drinks. 
We assumed that in hot weather 30 birds drink a gallon (4 litres) per day and in cold weather 60 birds drink a gallon per 
day. The low dose is figured on the 30 bird/day consumption level and the high dose on the 60 bird/day consumption 
level. This is a very important principle to keep in mind with the more toxic drugs such as dimetridazole (Emtryl). 
 
Dosage Intervals 
 
It is important to give the drug for the proper length of time. Failure to do so often results in poor response, relapse of the 
disease after the drug is stopped, and production of resistant strains of organisms. 
 
Measure Conversion 
 

Measurements and Equivalents 

1 gram 1000 milligrams (mg) 

1 cubic centimeter (cc) 1 milliliter (mL) 

5 cc 1 teaspoon 

15 cc 1 tablespoon 

30 cc 1 ounce 

1000 cc 1 litre 

8 oz 1 cup 

2 cups 1 pint 

2 pints 1 quart 

4 quarts 1 gallon 

 

Examples of Methods to Convert Drug Dosages into Teaspoons 
 
To treat a respiratory problem in your birds, you buy a package of antibiotic powder. The label says that the total weight of 
the package is 100 grams, and that each gram contains 500 milligrams (mg) of antibiotic. How do you translate that 
amount into teaspoons? 
 
Example 1 : Firstly pour out the powder onto a clean surface and with a teaspoon, measure out the number of level 
teaspoons of product in the package. 
The label on this package of antibiotic says that each gram contains 500 mg of antibiotic. As an example only, assume 
you find that there are 20 level teaspoons of powder making up this . This means that each level teaspoon contains 5 
grams of product (100÷20 = 5). Now we know that each gram of product contains 500 milligrams of antibiotic, so now we 



know that each level teaspoon contains 2500 milligrams of antibiotic (5 x 500), half a teaspoon contains 1250 mg, and so 
on. 
Assume that the correct dosage of this antibiotic for pigeons ranges from 1500-3000 mg per gallon (4 liters) for 7-10 days. 
Note : the lower dose of 1500 mg is used in warm weather when the birds drink more water, and the higher 3000 mg level 
is used in colder weather when birds drink less. 
So in hot weather, you would use a level of 1500 mg which is between 1/2 and 3/4 of a teaspoon for 4 liters of water. 
Depending on the season, you can use levels of this antibiotic in between the range of 1500-3000 mg in 4 liters of water. 
Example 2 : You buy a 400 gram package of powder that contains two antibiotics, one of which is Chlortetracycline, also 
known as Aureomycin, a tetracycline-class of antibiotic; the label indicates that this 400 grams of powder contains 80 
grams of Aureomycin. How many teaspoons of this powder do you use to treat a respiratory condition? 
When you measure out the number of level teaspoons in this package, you find that there are 80 teaspoons of powder ( 
this is a fictitious example only). 
Since there are 80 grams of Aureomycin in 80 level teaspoons, each teaspoon contains 1 gram of Aureomycin (80 grams 
divided by 80 teaspoons), which is the same as 1000 mg of Aureomycin per teaspoon (see table, page 2). 
The dosage of Aureomycin for pigeons is 600-1500 mg for 4 liters of water for 7-14 days. Once again, use the lower 
dosage during warm weather and the higher dosage during colder weather. In this case, for practical convenience, you 
could use 1 level teaspoon (1000 mg) of product for 4 liters of water, a compromise between 600 and 1500 mg, during 
warm weather. 
Note: For best results in treating respiratory conditions, it is a good idea to combine the tetracycline class of antibiotics 
with a full dose of tylosin as well. 
Example 3 : You buy an antibiotic as a liquid. One example of such a liquid is a liter of a 10% solution of Baytril. A 10% 
solution means that there are 10 grams of Baytril in every 100 cc. There are 20 teaspoons in 100 cc (see chart), so there 
is ½ a gram (10÷20) or 500 mg of Baytril in each teaspoon. The dosage of Baytril for pigeons is 150-600 mg for 4 liters of 
water for 7-14 days. On a practical basis, in warm weather, you can use ½ teaspoon (250 mg) for 4 liters of water, and in 
colder weather, use 1 teaspoon for 4 liters of water. 
You may be able to buy a 50 cc bottle of injectable Baytril from a veterinarian. Each cc of solution contains 50 mg of 
Baytril. In warm weather use 1 teaspoon of drug (250 mg) for 4 liters of water; in cold weather use 2 teaspoons (500 mg) 
in 4 liters of water. 
 

Antibacterials 
Baytril ( Enrofloxacin): This is a "best choice" for treating paratyphoid (salmonellosis). Baytril is a broad spectrum 
antibiotic with excellent penetrance into different tissues. Dose: 5 mg per pigeon per day in divided doses; 250 mg per 
gallon (4 liters). When treating paratyphoid, treat for 10 days. 
NOTE : Baytril tablets do not dissolve in water. Use only water-soluble liquid when flock treating in water. Tablets are fine 
for individual bird treatment - 1/2 of a 15 mg tablet twice daily. 
SaraFlox (Sarafloxacin hydrochloride): Similar to Baytril, it is available as a water-soluble powder marketed for poultry. 
Available in 5.1 oz (15 gm) packets. 
Dose : 1 tsp per gallon (4 liters). 
Amoxicillin : An excellent broad spectrum antibiotic. Often good against Salmonella, E. coli, Strep. & Staph. species of 
bacteria. 
Dose : 50 mg per pigeon per day in divided doses. 3 grams (3000 mg) per gallon (4 liters). Treat for 5-10 days. 
Cephalexin : Another excellent broad spectrum antibiotic. Use like amoxicillin; it has a slightly broader anti-bacterial 
spectrum than amoxicillin. Dosed same as amoxicillin. 
Trimethoprim/sulfa : A good combination product, when bacteria are sensitive to it. We are seeing more resistant 
bacteria to this drug. 
Dose : 30 mg per pigeon per day ï 1500 mg per gallon (4 liters) for 7-14 days. 
Nitrofurans (NFZ, Furacin, etc.): A broad spectrum antibacterial, with some anti-coccidial properties. Seems to work 
better in a test tube than it does in the pigeon. Not one of my favorites, but sometimes useful. 
Dose : 1 tsp NFZ per gallon (4 liters) for 5-7 days. 
Erythromycin (Gallimycin): A narrow spectrum antibiotic. Use limited to respiratory infections, especially those caused 
by Mycoplasma species. Difficult to achieve blood levels because crop bacteria break it down readily. 
Dose : 50 mg per pigeon per day - 1.5 to 3 grams per gallon (1500 - 3000 mg per 4 liters of water) for 7-10 days. 
Lincomycin : Similar to Erythromycin. Same dosage. 
Tylosin : Similar to, but generally more effective than Erythromycin and Lincocin. Dosed same as Erythromycin. It is very 
effective against coryza (respiratory infections) when combined with tetracyclines (use a full dose of each). 
Tetracyclines [Tetracycline, Chlortetracycline (Aureomycin); 
Oxytetracycline (Terramycin): Most effective against respiratory infections - especially when combined with t ylosin. 
Occasionally these antibiotics will control more serious infections - but only a low percentage unless an antibiotic 
sensitivity has confirmed their effectiveness. 
Dose : 60-75 mg per pigeon per day ï 600 -1500 mg per 4 liters for 7-14 days. 
Doxycycline : Another tetracycline - listed separately because birds eliminate it more slowly, allowing for less frequent 
administration and lower dosages. 



Dose : 10-50 mg per pigeon per day ï 500 -1000 mg per 4 liters of water. Excellent antibiotic. 
NOTE: When using tetracyclines, remove calcium sources such as grit, oyster shell, mineral, etc., since the calcium ties 
up the drug and makes it unavailable. 
 

Coccidiostats 
 
Amprolium (Corid, Amprol): An excellent drug of choice for coccidiosis. Must be used for 3 to 5 days to be effective. 
Avoid using vitamins while treating, but use them for 1-2 days after treatment is finished. Dose: 1 tsp (20% powder) per 
gallon. 
Toltazuril (Baycox): A very potent coccidiostat. Not yet approved in USA. 
Dose : l mL per liter (4cc per gallon ï100 mg per gallon) for 2 days. 
Sulfonamides : Some sulfas are more effective than others. Sulfadimethoxine is probably the most effective. Dose: Use 
for 5 days. 1250 mg per 4 litres. 
 

Drugs used against Trichomonas (Canker) and Hexamita 
All these drugs, except Spartrix, must be administered for 3-5 days or more in the drinking water; 
although metronidazole ( Flagyl ) can be dosed individually for 1-2 days and is at least as effective 
as Spartrix. Ronidazole ( Ridsol ) is the safest product (more is needed to produce toxic effects). Overdose 
of Emtryl or Flagyl can occur more easily. Toxic levels produce central nervous signs which usually reverse after 
discontinuance, but can result in death. 
Dimetridazole (Emtryl): 3/4 tsp per gallon (4 litres) for 5-7 days (Canadian Emtryl ï 40% water-soluble powder). You can 
use this dosage for 1-2 days early in the week, eg. Sun-Mon, every 2-3 weeks throughout the race season. 
Ronidazole (Ridsol): 400 mg per gallon - 2 tsp per gallon (4 liters). Use 5 days before the season and for 2 days every 2 
weeks throughout the season. 
Metronidazole (Flagyl): 25-50 mg per pigeon per day - 1250-2500 mg per gallon (4 liters) for 4-6 days. 
Carnidazole (Spartrix): One 10 mg tablet per pigeon preferably on empty crop. Not as effective as treatment in drinking 
water. 
 

Antimalarials 
These drugs, at the doses given only suppress Haemoproteus and are not curative. They may be curative against 
Plasmodial malaria in pigeons. This is an acute syndrome causing acute anemia. Antimalarials must be dosed for 28 days 
prior to racing to fully suppress Haemoproteus. Follow up, through the races, with treatment 1-2 days each week. 
Primaquine (Aralen) : Irregularly available. 1-2 tablets per gallon for 10-21 days before the race season, the 1-2 days 
weekly. 
Quinacrine (Atabrine): 200 mg per 4 litres. 1½ - 3 tablets per 4 litres for 10-21 days, then 1-2 days each week. 
Chloroquine : 500 mg per 4 litres. 
 

Wormers 
Ivermectin (Ivomec, Eqvalen): Broad spectrum wormer. Effective against Ascarids (roundworms), Capillaria 
(hairworms), and stomach wall worms. Some resistance developing. 
Dose : 500 -1000 ug per bird. Can be dosed in the drinking water, but the efficacy of this method is debatable. The surest 
way is to treat the pigeons individually. 1-2 drops by mouth of Ivomec is the correct dose. The higher dosage is needed to 
treat roundworms and, for some reason, even this is occasionally ineffective. New generation avermectins such as 
Moxidectin may be more effective. 
Fenbendazole (Panacur): Broad spectrum; effective against roundworms, hairworms and stomach wall worms. Has a 
narrow range of safety and can easily cause feather abnormalities if birds receive too much. Avoid using. 
Dose : 5 mg per pigeon per day for 3 days. 
Levamisole (Tramisol, Levasol, Ripercol): Good against roundworms, but usually fails when used to treat capillaria 
(thread) worms or stomach wall worms. 
Dose : 1 to 1.5 grams per gallon for 1-2 days. NOTE: This dosage often causes some pigeons to vomit. This drug is an 
immune stimulant even at lower dosages. 
Piperazine : Effective against roundworms only, and only 60-80% effective here. 
Dose : 15 mg per bird (300 mg per gallon) for 2 days. It is best to avoid using piperazine. 
Praziquantel (Droncit): Excellent against tapeworms and flukes. 
Dose : 6 mg per pigeon once (1/4 of a cat-size Droncit tablet). 
Pyrantel Pamoate : Excellent against roundworms. 
Dose : 1-2 mg per pigeon ï 75 mg per gallon for 1-2 days. Repeat in 3 weeks. 
 
 

  
                        
 



  

 
 

  Itôs the middle of May here in central California and the temperature is starting to settle into a warm to hot 
pattern. With the weather stabilizing maybe so will the breeding pairs. I have had what seems like a large 
amount of nests being walked away from and eggs lost. I have 70+ banded and many eggs being set. I plan to 
stop the breeding when I band 170, which will use up my bands. Thatôs about a 100 less than I would normally 
raise. My plan is to cut back to only the self colors is still in place.  
  I haven't had contact with many other breeders but hope they are doing well with their breeding programs. I 
think Fred has his disease problem under control but don't think he ever found out what it was.  
  Last year I started to address the AOC color and it's place in our shows. Gerald Butler came up with what I 
though was a good definition of the color. I mailed it to other directors but it died somewhere along the line and 
I never got it returned with their opinions. I think before we can determine an AOCs place in our shows we 
should decide what a AOC is. If I remember Gerald's definition was an unrecognized color that could 
reproduce it's self by mate it to the same color or to a complementary color such as blue to blue grizzled or 
black to black tiger. I think that covers it pretty good. It would also put mismarked birds like Tigers or 
grizzled with white wing feathers, splashed birds which Gerald defined as a random placement of colors on 
white, as best as I remember, into there proper class. A tiger with white wing feathers or grizzled would be in 
the tiger or grizzled class with a deduction for the mismark and not in the AOC class. Mismarked birds would 
not be limited to tigers and grizzled but to any mismarked color. A poor colored black or red or any other color 
is just that and not a mismark and if they are entered in a show,  then in their color class again taking a hit for 
their color. This is what I think a mismark and an AOC should be. I also think AOC should be given the same 
chance as any other color to win a show but would be very willing to abide by majority rule. 
 
    Jim Clinton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

Western Directors Report 
 

J&J Lofts 
 

Splash or as close as I have to one. 
Random arrangement of colors with no 

reoccuring pattern 

This is an ash red and a blue check. Not recognized 
colors but they can reproduce their color.( AOC) 



Western Director's Report J&J Lofts 
 
Hope you wrote something good for the bulletin. I wrote nothing because don't have any good news, maybe the next one. 
After 3 bear break ins I think I have about 3 or 4 young whites, about 3 reds, a couple of blacks, a couple of blues, a red 
white bar,a yellow or 2 and thats about it. Thankfully the bear liked he taste of the Indians better than the brunners or just 
couldn't catch them that well in the dark. He ate 15 or 20 birds each time he got in. He got about 10 young brunners or 
they flew away or got eaten by something else. This was after I moved about 15 young out to the trailer to make more 
room in the new loft. I thought it was a raccoon at first. Tore the screen of one of the windows and slid the window open 
and climbed in. I came out to feed them and there were birds up in the trees and the window was open with birds sitting in 
the window. I opened the door and went in to find I think 15 to 20 dead birds half eaten and some crushed. I closed the 
window and thought that they would be safe. About a week later I went out to feed them and the door had been pried 
open and was open and the same thing on the inside again. I screwed the door shut. About a week later about 3 in the 
morning I am awaken by the sound of what sounds like construction work going on in the distance. Dogs barking a lot. I 
get up with a flashlight and my gun and go outside after realizing the sounds are coming from my pigeon coop area. I walk 
out and shine my weak flashlight and what do I find but a medium sized Black bear on top of the pigeon coop trailer that 
you gutted out ripping the air conditioning unit off of the top of it. It noticed the flashlight and stopped and was starring at 
me. I raised my gun and had it pointed at him. I cocked the hammer so I would only have to lightly pull the trigger giving 
me a better chance of not missing. The only problem with that is as soon as the bear heard the click of the hammer he 
disappeared instantly into the darkness. I couldn't tell if he has gone up the tree he used to get on top of the trailer or went 
down it or jumped off. So he got away. I went out in the morning and he had torn off every vent on the trailer and the air 
conditioner was completely torn off leaving a square hole luckily too small for him to climb down into. So far he hasn't 
been back, It was like he had heard the sound of a gun before. Well, not sure how good the birds I have left are. I think 
maybe the yellow thats left my turn out at least good enough to breed from. I think a white or 2 might turn out pretty good 
and maybe a red as far as the rest not sure but they have a few real young in the nest right now that could be ok we shall 
see but doesn't look like we will have that many birds to get rid of from this end. I am sure you have a ton of nice ones out 
of 97. Maybe I will drive down and check them out this Wednesday. I will grab a few of the older ones of mine so you can 
check them out. 

 
 Jeff Young   
      

 
 

 

   
 
 

 

Black tiger 
Note the white flight feather, they all should be black. 
This is a mismark, but still a black tiger not a AOC.  
 None of the marked birds will have the perfect marking 
but glaring errors in the marking such as this white 
feather in the wing flight does not make it an AOC. As 
Gerald Butler put it AOC is not a catch all for and 
mismark or splash bird. AOC could be almost any color or 
color pattern that can reproduce itself. This allows for the 
creation of new colors. This is my thoughts on the AOC 
and I would love to hear what the members think so we 
can put this to bed at last. It seems to pop up at each 
show and as a club we should be in agreement as to the 
AOC 
 Jim 
 

Mealy Grizzled - The neck should have the 
checkered look and not white spots of feathers 

 

Mealy grizzled. Note the white areas in the neck and not the checker 
effect. Mismarked but still a mealy grizzled and should be entered in 
a show as such taking a hit for the globe color. The same would 
apply for a blue grizzled. The globe should be dark feathered frosted 
on the edges without white feathered areas. 

 



              
 

 
 
I hope everyone has had a good breeding season.  My season was OK with a few youngsters raised.  I also 
raised several that will advance my various color projects.   
 
Iôd like to welcome new member Mark Wilson to the club and to the breed.  Mark raises blacks, ash reds and 
duns and would like to get a few more birds if anyone has any available.  Mark is from Blackwell Oklahoma. 
 
The treasury has $450.54 after the first half payment for the 2015 bands.  Iôd like to encourage everyone to get 
their band payments in early.  Attached is also the membership list of people that are current with their dues.  
Look it over and encourage Brunner breeders that are not on the list to renew or become members.  Send your 
band payments and dues to: 

 

Mike Hughes 

132 Poppy Rd. 

Morenci, AZ  85540 

 

Or PayPal to Mhughes1074@yahoo.com 

 

I hope to see you at the shows this fall. 

Mike Hughes 
 

Currently Paid Members 
 
Adams Scott C. 2014 McKeen Walter 2016 
Aldrige Keith 2014 McLin Mike 2014 
Bollinger Bob 2014 Pfanderhaur Wesley 2014 
Bollinger Thomas 2014 Rowe Charlie 2014 
Bussing Ferrel 2014 Symington Jim 2014 
Butler Gerald 2014 Ward Barry 2014 
Carrera Adrian 2014 Whisenhunt Carlin 2014 
Clinton James 2014 Wilson Mark 2014 
Christle Al 2014 Young Jeff 2014 
Crook Mike 2014 Yuhas Glyn 2014 
Fowler Al 2015 Zobel Tom 2014 
Hanson John 2016   
Hatton Mike 2016   
Hayes Cory 2014 Juniors  
Heidlaut Heather/Jason 2014   
Hughes Mike 2014 Heidcalf Heather 2014 
Jolly Larry 2014 Hayes Conner 2014 
Klatt Don 2014 Hays Jason 2014 
Lee Brian 2014 Shirk Marissa 2014 
Maenpa Fred 2014   
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary/Treasurer Report 
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Things are finally starting to shape up in the breeding pen. The beginning of this year was a mixed bag for me. 
I know our brunners are warm weather breeders but I usually just canôt wait to get them going. This year was 
no exception, and as Mother Nature decided to give us 30 and 40 degree temperature swings in the East, I lost 
a bunch out of the first rounds. Now that warm weather is here, the birds are finally working. I have a handful of 
nice reds, yellows, and black white bars. There are enough for a modest show team, but I am working hard to 
raise a bunch more for others who asked and are patiently waiting for some of the various colors.  
 
I am looking forward to the upcoming show season this fall. Over the last few years our pouter and cropper 
numbers have been growing at our local and national events. We are also seeing growth in the overall 
numbers of birds being shown. There are lots of young people showing birds and it is a very refreshing time. I 
am really hopeful that we will continue to see this type of growth and involvement moving forward. I would also 
like to encourage everyone to get me show dates and contact info. I will post it on our web site so we can plan 
ahead. Getting the word out is critical to having great shows! 
 
I hope everyone has a great conclusion to their breeding season! 

 

 
A Different Type of Training Cage 
by Bob Bollinger 
 
Over the years I have had trouble introducing youngsters into my loft. It seems that babies from small breeds 
are often picked on when they are first released in the main loft or even 
the young bird pen. The little ones tend to draw attention to themselves 
as the squeak and cower in the corners when other birds come close to 
them. I have even seen other youngsters, that are a few months old, 
become aggressive to newly introduced babies. 
 
After watching this phenomenon for a while, I noticed that after a few 
days the new babies were no longer pecked by the others. The babies 
became used to the new pen and the older birds became familiar with 
the new babies. As a friend in the South used to say; ñthe newness 
wore offò. 
 
After trying many ideas, I have found the best way to ñwear off the 
newnessò is to put the birds in a large show cage (walking pen) in the 
middle of the loft. There the birds see their new surroundings and the 
other birds become used to the newcomers without being able to get 
close enough to harm them. This separate pen provides the additional 
advantage of letting the bird become accustomed to the drinker and 
feeding. Once the birds have been in the loft for about a week, I release them and they just meld in with the 
others. 

 
This training pen has been a huge help with my brunners and English short face. Both of these breeds have 
small and delicate babies. I have not lost a bird or had one scalped since I started using the training pen. I also 
found that if I locate the feed pot near the side of the pen, the birds on the outside tend to sample the feed on 
the other side of the wire. This helps reinforce the feeding process to newly weaned youngsters. A double 
bonus! 
 

Eastern Directors Report 

By Bob Bollinger 



 
 

Thoughts on AOCs 
by Bob Bollinger 
 
Jim Clinton sent me a mail an asked me to share my thoughts on AOCs in brunners. As many of you know, 
this has been an ongoing discussion for quite a while. So, I will simply share my ñopinionsò on the subject;  
 
In brunners we are truly blessed to have a pretty bird, with a great character, who feeds their own babies, AND 
has a wonderful pallet of striking colors for us to enjoy. Our breed has both a depth and breadth of colors. I 
particularly enjoy the intensity and brilliance of our selfs; the blacks, reds, and yellows are phenomenal. The 
contrast of our tigers, pieds, and white bars is striking. We also have the opportunity to enjoy the unique 
markings of the gansel and stork marked birds. We even have the uncommon colors like isabell and silvers.  
 
I think a key realization for me is that nearly all of our current colors were at one time an AOC. The brunner has 
been cultivated and refined for over a hundred years. During this time the features and color pallets of our 
breed developed into the brunner we know today. Accordingly, as we continue to cultivate the breed, it is 
reasonable for enterprising folks to introduce various new colors that they enjoy. Refining a new or rare color is 
truly a passion that requires time, patience, and loft space. I suggest that we should embrace these hearty 
endeavors as they only serve to make our breed more attractive. 
 
There has also been a discussion about whether an AOC could win a major event. I would say that they 
certainly could. However, we must be mindful to ensure that the bird exhibited shows a truly fabulous 
representation of that particular color. In some breeds AOCs are a catch all category. I am a firm believer that 
AOC is not a substitute for bad color. For most of the AOC colors, there are references in other breeds that we 
can use as a metric to gauge our color points. To win an event a bird must be near the top in all areas of the 
standard, including color! So, while I think an AOC could win, I would expect that to be a rarity. It has taken 
decades for our power house colors to reach the level of refinement shown today. To introduce a new color, 
refine that color, and preserve all the other features; is a non-trivial task that I would expect to take a long time 
to achieve.  
 
On a personal bias note; I would like to suggest that those of us who are interested in the unusual, also 
consider cultivating some of the rare traditional colors along with the AOCs. Some of the more striking colors in 
our breed are at risk of going away due to lack of breeders and interest. My passion is white bars and I have 
been working on them for nearly 20 years. It was hard work, but at the last national in OKC, I was able to show 
about 10 quality specimens. While they didnôt win the show, I was very proud to actually show a bunch of bird 
that were a good representation of the breed and color. That satisfaction was worth the years of effort. I would 
encourage everyone to consider their passion. Perhaps is isabell, stork, gansel, silver é there are many 
beautiful colors that are rare or non-existent in North America. I would personally love to see our brunner aisles 
blossom with new and unique traditional colors. They can all be a wonderful complement to our great 
exhibitions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AOC 
 
The following is offered only as a beginning point for conversation concerning the AOC category in our 
Brunners. Nome of this is based on any extensive research, simply a few statements of fact and the rest just 
opinions and thoughts of one person, Gerald Butler. I have labeled my opinions as such as with ñGB Opinion.ò 
 
In reviewing the standards of all the pouter breeds listed in the NPA Standards Book, I found the following: 
 

1. Many breeds make no mention of AOC under their color descriptions including the Brunner. 
 

2. Some breeds under color say ñall colors permitted.ò 
 

3. The Pigmy standard was the only one I found that actually placed a definition to AOC. It defines AOC 
as a class for any other colors not included in the color classification. 
 

 
GB Opinion: 
 
I think the Pigmy definition leaves the description of AOC wide open for lots of interpretations concerning color. 
In this definition anything could be included. Many of the breed standards allow for ñsplashesò which my 
opinion is randomly mixing of colors with no apparent pattern. To me a ñreal colorò should be one that can be 
reproduced by mating it to other birds of the same color pattern or to complimentary colors such as is found in 
combinations like blue to silver or red to yellow, etc. I think that the term ñsplashò is another issue here to be 
dealt with as to its place in the color issue. 
 
GB Opinion: 
 
If an AOC bird is to be recognized as a standard color, then some method for determining that should be 
developed and the color be removed from the AOC class and included with the other recognized colors and 
patterns. 
 
GB Opinion: 
 
If AOC is not allowed, then new colors will not be developed. Some are fairly easily produced and are very 
attractive  and deserve to be shown and if of high quality deserve to compete for top honors. 
 
 
Jim,  
 
Perhaps you and other breeders can use this as a beginning point and add, delete, change up or simply trash 
it. Iôll be glad to help with this further if I can. After our show last Saturday, I can see some need for this topic 
discussion. We had some birds that were crosses that were entered as a color because people just donôt know 
because of inexperience. This sort of thing is going to always be around as people come into the breed as 
beginners. We do need a way for them to enter their birds or we will run off new breeders. Somehow we will 
have to educate them and that wonôt be easy when they enter their birds and spend their time at the show 
somewhere else other than around the pouters. We just accepted everything and explained to those who were 
around when we had a chance. 
 
Gerald 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
AOC 

 
I have not looked at the AOC class and its quirks in judging them, so it is hard for me to help in this area. I think 
the judges have to be up on the true colors and faults within the variety being shown.   
 
 I agree that an easy to understand definition of what an AOC is must be developed.  To me, splashes in 
Brunners are birds on their way to some other color, accidents, or projects, to improve the quality of one color 
or another. Stock birds.. 
 
I agree that a new color be recognized and shown for 3 years to be included in our standard. So often a person 
will create a new color and once they have it, abandon it to do something else and the color never gets 
developed in type and is eventually lost once more. 
 
Mike McLin 
 
 
 
Mike / Jim, 
 
I suppose this is the thread that Jim referred to so I will respond with my thoughts.  Yes, I think an AOC can 
win best of breed. However, I would expect that to be a fairly rare occurrence. Typically, I think of a true AOC 
as a new color that someone has introduced into a breed. Obviously, the process of introducing and refining a 
color takes a lot of time and patience. So, that being said, a truly new AOC color would first show up as lower 
quality and then over the years of refinement, improve to the point where it becomes a true contender. 
 
I do concur with Mikeôs comments about avoiding a ñcatch allò for poor colors. Here is an excerpt from the 
American Helmet Assn standard: 

ñA.O.R.C. (All Other Recognized Colors) ï All other established colors and/or patterns such as Brown, 
Khaki, Indigo, Almond, Checker, etc. not listed above as recognized colors, NOT to include birds which 
are miss-marked or a poor example of a recognized color.ò  
 

Note how they added the ñRò for recognize colors.  They were also careful to note their concerns about mis-
marks.  Even with that, as I was showing helmets I would see guys enter birds as AORC ï blue check which 
inevitably was just a blue with a smutty rump. If we have someone show a new color we should seek council 
from experienced geneticists to ensure that the proposed AOC is truly the color stated and that it is truly the 
appropriate representation of that color. 
 
A poorly colored bird, no matter how stellar in other ways should not be able to win champion. 
 
My thoughtsééBob B 
 
 
JC Opinion: 
 

1) I would change Geraldôs wording ñreal colorò to AOC and accept that as the definition of a AOC bird. 
 
2) I would accept Geraldôs definition of splash. ñRandomly mixing of colors with no apparent pattern.ò 

 
3) I also agree that if AOC are not allowed to compete it would hurt the development of new colors. 

 
4) - Accepting an AOC color as a new standard color- I think it was Larry Jolly who told me that in 

Germany, to add a color it would have to have two each of old cocks, young cocks, old hens and young 
hens shown for four consecutive years. Maybe we should have an old and young (any sex) shown for 
three consecutive years. (Our membership is much smaller than the Germans.) The different sex be 
shown for three years would have to be verified by a Club Officer. After a breeder has met this criteria a 



color description would have to be written. Then I think the club would need to vote on accepting the 
AOC color as a new standard color. 
 

 
Addressing Splash: The only way I know of producing a splash is by crossing white and colored birds. 
Some people, including myself, do this to produce stock birds to use in improving their white. I canôt think of 
any other reason to produce a splash. I feel they have no place in any color class including AOC and 
should not be shown. 
 
Addressing ñMismarkedò Birds: Any standard color bird with colored feather or white feathers where they 
should not be. An example would be, but not limited to, Tiger, Grizzled and barred birds with white flights. 
These are not AOC but mismarked. They should be shown in their standard color class and take a 
deduction for the mismark. 
 
After getting this worked out then I think the club should vote on and decide if an AOC bird should have an 
equal chance of winning a show. 
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Fred Maenpa Loft 
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Storage room for carrying cases, show 
cages, etc. 

Inside office wall 
 

Work area and sink inside office 
Inside office looking into pens 

Loft entry into office space Outside loft with doors closed 


